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Preface

We have developed the 4-stroke horizontal general-purpose 

engine FJ series for the commercial market (e.g. agricultural 

equipment, carts and other work equipment, lawn 

equipment), especially for professional applications in OEMs’ 

work machines, and also for the residential market (e.g. 

generators, power sprayers), especially for general users.

 The preceding FE series has been popular with OEMs 

and users for over 20 years, set apart by its best-in-industry 

low vibration which has given Kawasaki a reputation for 

low-vibration engines.

 The development objective of our new FJ series has 

been to modify the structure from the FE series to maintain 

its low vibration while reducing cost, allowing us to hold 

our own in price competition, to expand our market share 

in 4-stroke horizontal general-purpose engines.

 To fulfill the paradox of low vibration and low cost, we 

established a new production base in China, CK&K*, and 

managed to procure almost all parts in China from the 

prototype stage.

*CK&K:�
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vibration are compared in Fig. 2.

 Thus, we achieved a vibration level that compares 

favorably to the preceding FE series, making a product that 

secures the industry’s lowest vibration, to uphold 

Kawasaki’s reputation for low-vibration engines.

(2) Achieving a competitive price range
The following design methods and approaches were 

introduced to improve price competitiveness.

①  We worked with vendors to advance low-cost design, 

with design methods suitable for procurement and 

manufacturing in China and compatible with Chinese 




